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HAPPY SPRING de WOVX 

Well Soring is finally here. Maybe [ should have said Susser 
is here judging from the record temperatures on Holy Saturday 
and Easter Sunday. Any way you slice it, the Equinox is 
behind us and the days are now longer than the nights. That 
geans aore hours of sunlight on the ionosphere in the 
northern heaisphere and the suaser propagation conditions 
(and GRN) that go with it. Even though we are near the 
sunspot cycle ainigua, look for 20, 15 and 10 to stay open 
later ia the evening. As I sit here typing this at 9:00 PH I 
ag hearing WHYH on ISMHz at a solid S-9. 


You will notice that this issue is not quite as heavy as 
previous ones, For one thing, there are no contest forms 
this tiae, There are, however, soae interesting contests 
coming up. In May is the USSR CQ-N contest. This is a 
golden opportunity to clean up those Russian countries, 
modes, oblasts, etc. that you still need. QSLs still take 
about 2 years to get but it will give you something to look 
forward to! Araed Forces Day is also in May. It is not 
strictly speaking a contest but it does give us a chance to 
work AIR, NPG, WAR, and others. Also, don’t forget the [ARI 
Radiasport Championship in duly. 


The other reason this issue is abit on the light side is 
that contributions to the newsletter are down. As always, 
your inputs are solicited and will be used. The next issue 
will be coming out about the first of October so you have 
plenty of tise te write something! Give it a shot. 


APRIL MEETING 

Friday, April 18, 7:30 PM 

Linn County REC 

999 35th St., Marion 

We will have a dual progran this sonth. A presentation on 
the exciting world of packet radio will be given by an as yet 
unnamed volunteer. Several af the aeabers are on that acde 
and seea ta be enjoying it. bon’t think there is a packet 
DXCC yet but who knows... Also, KOGVB will be featured with 
a talk about his latest trip and Dxpedition to the Caribbean, 


SUMMER BANQUET 

AS you can see by the announcesent elsewhere in the 
newsletter, WONJN, HOWP, NBOH, and W4NIN have put together a 
banquet package for us. Your officers and WOSR are still 
working on several prograe options and we do have a speaker 
sort af on the hook. Things aay be firaed up bv April 18, 


Gur lest banquet a few years ago was very well attended and a 
good tine was had by Dyers and (X)¥Ls alike. By the way, in 
the days of $1000 rigs, $35 Callbooks, and $.44 DX postage, 
25 bucks is a good deal so take the XYL / YL too. It aay 
gat you a little sore slack in the next contest! 


HR PROPAGATION FORECAST BULLETIN NR £2 FROM ARRL HEADQUARTERS 
NEWINGTON CT MARCH 24, 1986 
TO ALL RADID AMATEURS BT 


FROM MARCH 14 THROUGH 23 THE SOLAR FLUX CURVE WAS A NEARLY 
STRAIGHT HORIZONTAL LINE, VERY SIMILAR TO THAT FOR THE SAME 
DAYS IN THE PREVIOUS SOLAR ROTATION [N FEBRUARY. THERE WERE 
THREE 708, THEN THREE 69S AND TWO MORE 70S. SUCH LACK OF 
VARIATION 1S COMMON IN THE LATE YEARS OF A SOLAR CYCLE. 


THERE WAS JUST ONE SUNSPOT SROUP OF ANY IMPORTANCE YISEBLE IN 
MARCH TO DATE. IT WILL BE RETURNING TO VIER AGAIN, DURING 
THE FORECAST WEEK, BRINGING HIGHER FLUX VALUES AFTER ABOUT 
THE 25TH. HOW NUCH HIGHER CAN BE LITTLE MORE THAN A GUESS AT 
BULLETIN TINE, BUT THIS LATE IN THE SOLAR CYCLE IT 1S LOGICAL 
TO EXPECT ONLY A MINOR RISE. 


PROPAGATION WAS GENERALLY GOOD GVER THE PAST TEN DAYS, BUT 
WITH LOW MUF, MORE ERRATIC CONDITIONS ARE EXPECTED HARCH 25 
THROUGH 29, MARCH SHOULD END WITH INPROVING PROPAGATION AND 
HIGHER MUF, CARRYING THROUGH THE FIRST FEW DAYS OF APRIL, 


AS WE NOVE INTO SPRING, THE MUF FOR A GIVEN LEVEL OF SOLAR 
ACTIVITY DROPS OFF, THIS CONDITION 1S APPARENT IN THE QST 
PROPAGATION CHARTS FOR EARLY APRIL. BECAUSE SOLAR READINGS 
IW EARLY APRIL WILL BE ABOVE THE BASE FIGURE USED FOR COKE 
MARCH GST CHARTS, THEY WILL APPEAR 70 BE ON THE CONSERVATIVE 
SIDE THROUGH THE REST OF MARCH AND THE FIRST FEH DAYS OF 
APRIL AR 


FROM THE ARRL LETTER 

WAC was first issued by ARRL in April 1924. The original WAC 
was along the lines of the Raq Chewer’s Club certiticate’s 
"Old Sack* and was validated by the “Grand Wacker"! 


THE WAC CLUB 
Geeetingre 9 
@ = wrese Brandon Wentworth a 601 


nena. and, 
‘Whereas be iss loval member of the AR RL. be known ta the whole 
world thar he os accepted snta the order of WAC tha Shirleenth, 
day od aL 19% 
‘Thu certsicate of profcrency ia the set of Short Wave Radia Telegrphy 
‘has brea guven to the owner of thu stated ,a recognition of his splendid ama 
tear work after crcords of tad station awney have been carefully veribed. 


Come Wacken 


hashed two-way communication with amateur Watons in all ax of theence | 


Certificates are oresently available for aixed. CW, Phone, 
SSTV, RITY, FAX, Satellite, & 5 Band. Stickers are available 
for & Band, ORP, £.8, 3.5, 50, 144, 450 MHz and HF bands. 


4-1-1788 


CALL FIRST NAME 
KUOA  Netson 
NOAFL Dave 
KOAL Al 
WDOAWL Terry 
N98D = Joe 
K20C Jia 
KAOCEH Steve 
KOCF Craig 
Kj00 Eric 
WOEAN Bob 
WOE = Made 
WOFO Gayle 
KBOFP Toa 
KO6T = Gary 
KOGVB Gary 
KJOH John 
NBOH Jack 
KOUIR Clark 
KOINR Too 
WOIZ Dale 
KQUGH Glen 
ABOM = Vern 
AKON Steve 
WOMIN Joe 
NKOW  Orvitle 
WANIM Bob 
NCOO Toa 
WOPLS Fred 
WOPPF George 
KBOPR Larry 
KC08 deft 
kD0@ = Glena 
KKOR = Bob 
N4RR Roger 
KORH = John 
NOSH = Steve 
HOSHL Doug 
WOSR Jia 
WOUZ John 
KOVM Al 
WOVX = Dave 
KOVR Too 
NGOW Keith 
WOHP Toa 
KEOXK Brian 
KEOY Toa 
WAQYIN Toa 
AGOZ Bill 
KFOZ Jan 


LAST NAME 


Hoyer 
Holeoab 
Culbert 
Cellaan 
Visalli 
Bohnsack 
White 
Fastenon 
Santon 
Joy 
Walstroa 
Lawson 
Melichar 
Toonsen 
Ernst 
Schwandke 
fuckler 
Pantel 
Taylor 
Repp 
Kesselring 
Lang 
Sutterer 
Finkstein 
Duecker 
Hild 
Hise 
Young 
Carsner 
Jenison 
Russell 
Thorne 
Tillaan 
Hoffaan 
Lenahan 
Hiller 
Byal 
Spencer 
Nelson 
Grott 
dJaksa 
White 
Erickson 
Lindgren 
doy 
Kraaer 
Vinson 
Delaney 
Clute 


EBEIDxXA MEMBERS 


ADDRESS 

28 Ealing Dr. 

409 oth Ave 

419 First Ave 

Sill Park 

Rt. 2, Box 4 

116? Rainbow Or. 

380 Brentwood Dr. NE 
1207 Wylde Green Rd. 
947 Belaont Parkway NW 
3750 Country Lane NE 
7431 Macon Drive NE 
1509 Gakband Ra. NE 
RR 

1054 Eisenhower Rd. 
RR 2 

1515 Lucas St. 

2084 Eastern Blvd. SE 
1610 Hershey Ave. 

RR 

1619-Texas Ave, NE 
RR #7 Box 140 

110 E. 2nd St. 

& Priegarden Ct. 
2501 27th Ave, 

226 Southerest 


city 


ST ZIP TATU HOWE PHONE 


Towa City 
Coralville 
Charles City 
Ainsworth 
Parkersburg 
Waterloo 
fedar Rapids 
Towa City 
Cadar Rapids 
Cedar Rapids 
Cedar Rapids 
Cedar Rapids 
Shell Rock 
Hiawatha 
West Branch 
Muscatine 
Cedar Rapids 
Nuscatine 
Shell Rack 
Cedar Rapids 
Ottuawa 
Muscatine 
St. Peters 
Marion 
Waterloo 


2510 White Eagle Trail SE Cedar Rapids 


2000 t7th Ave. 

RR 4 Box 150 

ANE Terrace Rd. 

3805 Pine Tree Or. 
2125 Lingar Or. WE 
1210 t8th St. SW 
1257 Deloris Or. 
1006 Locust Drive 
923.N. th St. 

Route 6 Box 180 
4801 Northwood Dr. NE 
3712 Tanager Dr. NE 
3109 Terry Dr. SE 
1444 Council St. NE 
2721 2Bth Ave, 

1244 dth St. 

1810 Hillside Dr. MW 
1260 13th Ave. 

5750 Country Lane NE 
905 LeRoy 

0211 Hall Road NE 
2818 Garden Ave. 
209 Fifth Ave, N 


Marion 

Cedar Rapids 
Tawa City 
Cadar Rapids 
Cedar Rapids 
Cedar Rapids 
Waterloo 
Rock Falls 
Burlington 
Ottuawa 
Cedar Rapids 
Cedar Rapids 
Cedar Rapids 
Cedar Rapids 
Marion 
Jessup 
Cedar Rapids 
Marion 
Cedar Rapids 
Muscatine 
Cedar Rapids 
Cedar Falls 
Mount Vernon 


TA $2240 ASSOC 319-351-8775 
TA 52241 FULL 319-351-4380 
TA 50616 FULL 515-228-1443 
TA 52201 FULL 319-657-3681 
TA 50665 FULL 319-344-2220 
TA 5070! FULL 319-235-7189 
fA 52402 ASSOC 319-377-1892 
TA 52240 FULL 319-351-8258 
1A $2405 FULL 319-394-0073 
TA 52401 FULL 329-393-6342 
TA 52401 FULL 319-393-8982 
TA 52402 FULL 319-3h4~6204 
TA 50470 ASSOC 319-885-4803 
WA 52233 FULL 319-395-9329 
TA 52358 FULL 319-643-2287 
4A 52761 FULL 329-263-5645 
TA 52403 ASSOC 319-362-3442 
TA 52761 FULL 319-263-9150 
TA 50670 FULL 319-885-4400 
TA 52402 FULL 319-393-6724 
1A 52501 FULL 515-934-5320 
TA 52761 FULL 319-263-2897 
MO S413 FULL 
1A 52302 FULL 
TA 50702 FULL 319-294-2390 
TA 52403 FULL 319-366-3975 
1A 52302 ASSOC 319-377-3536 
TA 5240! ASSOC 319-393-0429 
TA 92240 FULL 319-338-1401 
TA 52402 FULL 319 393-2463 
1A 52402 FULL 319-343-4139 
TA 52404 FULL 319-364-0285 
TA 50701 FULL 319-232-6223 
IL 41071 FULL 815-625-6447 
TA 52601 FULL 515-882-0711 
TA 32501 FULL 515-684-4753 
TA 52402 FULL 319-393-2974 
TA 52402 FULL 319-393-7353 
1A 52403 FULL 389-345-4432 
IA 52402 ASSOC 319-393-8134 
TA 52302 FULL 319-377-7507 
TA 50648 FULL 319-227-6738 
TA 92405 FULL 319-394-8510 
TA 52302 FULL 319-377-4279 
TA 52401 FULL 329-593-4342 
TA S276t FULL 319-264-3259 
fA S240t FURL 349-393-8057 
TA 50813 FULL 319-277-5150 
TA 52514 FULL 319-895-6435 


319-377-6573 


=== ARAL OX CONTEST i988 


BY TOM LINDGREN WOWP 


The ARRL DX CW Contest 1986 was a test of perseverance 
and plain hard work. The first evening produced very 
little other than a handful of PYs and LUs with the few 
Ol-peditions operating from the Caribbean Sea area 
creating challenging pile-ups. 20 aeters for the acst 
part closed to fowa shortly after 02002 leaving nothing 
but the low bands to contend with. Hanging in there is 
the name of game, and that is what we had in mind. The 
low bands were noisy but produced consistantly 
throughout the night with aost countries in Europe and 
an occasional surprise like FOP or ZLB0Y being 
logged. It isn’t easy to keep going under slow 
conditions but I try to establish goals such as saking 
it to 200 0805 by 6 Ae or logging at least 30 countries 
on 80 aeters the first night. 


All Band efforts in the aajor contests such as the ARRL 
Contest, are won by good low band scores. Jf you book 
at the winners over the years the statistics will bare 
this out. In aany cases a station will finish second 
or 3rd behind the winner that had 100 or so less OS0s 
but better aultigliers. A KL7 or even JA.on G0 neters 
is every bit as good as a JT! worked on 20 ceters for 
contest scoring, J have felt that a aultiplier total 
af 35 to 40 is par on 80, 55 to 65 countries on 40 
aeters is respectable, and 10 or so on 160 good, 


With the crack of dawn the beam is headed east and ears 
are straining to hear the big guns from Europe pop 
through. This Saturday aorning they were very much 
attenuated due to the proton event in pragress. 

Disheartened, [ struggled to work a handful of the 
European KW stations that were able to copy ae. Being 
as it was, tediously 1 searched the 21,28, and 14 ohz 
hands for any station that was calling CQ froa DX land. 
Scratching hard for every Q50, we passed through the 
sorning averaging 20 per hour, far below our 
expectations. By aid afternoon the Japanese stations 
started to appear out of the 20 meter noise. Binga! 

We were in it with a fairly good Asian opening, 1 
quickly searched for a quiet sheltered part of the 20 
aeter band and called CO and sure enough we generated a 
saal! pile of JAs and UAQs. The next hour or so went 
very quickly with 75 quick @S50s logged. It alaost 
seeas unfair when [ recall] that the previous evening’s 
efforts hardly yielded 75 Q90s! Being as it is, that 
is contesting. 


The second evening low band conditions were 
considerably better, Most of the DX stations then 
heard were already logged the previous evening but 
there was enough new stations to keep us calling until 
2AM. 1 took an extended break from the contest action 


at that tiae, My contest history has dictated that the 
Second @vening activity is not productive enough te 
warrant being exhausted fer Sunday’s stretch run, 
especially under these low sunspot years. 


With the alara going off at GAM, [ quickly popped off 
the couch and grabbed A quick cup of contest wake up 
juice and headed for the shack. 1 quickly worked a few 
on §0 and 40 aeters. The bands seesed better, I swung 
the TH up toward Europe. Glory bee, yes, it was auch 
better. As 7 AM broke, I was hearing aany Europeans: 
with 579 signals. I quickly cleaned the band of the DX 
stations calling CQ that £ had not already logged 
Saturday and then headed for a clear frequency to run. 
rate. 1 quickly had things going ay way and was soon 
settled in for several hours of enjoyable contest 
exchanging, Conditions, although not superb, nere 
workable, Wis auch better for weak signal work and a 
10¢ watt European is perfectly 95 while the sage 
station on SSB would be buried in the ORM, A 500 Hz 
filter is a necessity to work the weak ones under 
contest conditions. Try to avoid heavy ORM froe US 
stations calling CQ close to you, Concentrate on a 
spectrue of plus and sinus one Khz af your frequency 
because sany of the station calling you will not be 
exactly zero beat. Swish your AIT often or you aay 
Giss 90s. Under contest conditions it is comeon to 
only receive partial callsigns but work thea in with 
patience and careful tuning, As the aerning Europe 
opening fades away it becomes a satter of sore band 
switching and the ever continuous search and pounce 
aethod of contesting. Those 725s and EA@s becone 
Clippertons and Bouvets to the avuitiplier hungry 
particigants. A continuous sharp ear to the receiver 
carefully tuning between stations for the weak cnes can 
pay big dividends, {t is auch easier ta work the 50 or 
400 watt ZS than the §-9 KW one with his horde of 
callers. 


The contest wears down ta the final couple hours. It 
seeas that 1 have worked about everything on the bands, 
The rate is at a snails pace until the end when 7 tune 
down to 40 meters as dusk approaches. J hear several 
strong Europeans in there amongst the Wi and W2 
stations calling COs. I try a CO in the 920 area and 
behold I get a couple of takers. I proceed to work a 
geod run of Euroneans which | really didn’t expect to 
ftad, 1 guess all the East Coasters had already logoed 
them earlier but better for us late than never. Unlike 
the COWH contests. the DX stations are in need of State 
aultipiters on the tow bands so they have sore patience 
with WOs, Wie, and W7s, I finished the contest cn 7 
fhe, 


fy results showed that the second day was alaost twice 
as productive as the first. Although the total score 
was not as good as I would have liked, it was fun and 
satisfying. (XYL didn’t divorce ae! hi) 


AN 27 2: #. 
The aeeting was called to order by President KOVZR at 7:32 pe 
at the REC building, Marion. Minutes were read and approved, 


Those in attendance were KORW, WOMB, WBOBHF, KOAL, KOGVB, 
KZOC, W4NIM, KCOQ, NBOH, HOEBA, KOJGH, KDORT, WAQYZN, NOXM, 
WOI2, KOVM, KAOCEH, NOBDB, KAOSTA, KAOSSZ, KJOH, NCOO, KFOZ, 
KBOPR, WOMJN, KON, KKOR, KOCF, NDOAML, HOWP, WDOHMA, WATVEK, 
KOGT, KBOYF, WOPPF, KEOY, KOIIR, WOUZ, WOSR, WOPLS, WOVX. 


OLO BUSINESS: Treasurer’s report showed a balance of $124.15, 
NBOH reported on trip arrangements to Dayton. Using a 47 
Passenger bus would run $43 per person. Room reservations 
would be another problea, KAOCEH reported raoas ‘were 
available for $25-S45. ... Four of our newest aesbers were 
recognized with aeabership certificates. ... It was decided 
that WOEI would, at least for the present, drap the hot 100 
list. ... WOSR gave a DXAC report. He explained some of the 
politics of the Pribilot vote. He talked about Peter I Is. 
Any operation froa Peter I will have to be credible to count. 
He gave us some insite to the 4UIVIC story. He reported Rule 
5B has been aodified. Aruba’s independence won’t take place 
for a couple of years. DXAC is encouraging the League to 
recognize 50 years of country counting. .., WANIN reported 
the repeater is running well. ... WOKIN reported RBBS 
activity up since the newsletter, Hany have been adding info 
for all to use. .., Net check ins have been running froa 4 - 
10 on Sunday evening at 9:30. 


NEW BUSINESS: Awards for efforts in the CORW went to CW WORP, 
Rest Excuse to WOFO and Phone is pending decision of the 
officers. ... KOVIR discussed hosting VKINS at our April 
azeting a5 Jim will be visiting Dayton the following week 
end. ... [t was aoved that our suamer aeeting be a dinner 
apeting. Moved by WOMJN second by W4NIN, Planning cosaittee 
is WONJN, WOWP, NBOH, and WANIN. WOKNI was suggested as a 
candidate speaker. ... KBOPR will check for us about a table 
for club prosotion and possible fiea aarket side table at the 
CVARE Haavention August 2-3. ... ARRL contest participation 
was discussed. Awards will be aade a5 in COWW. ... Dues 
increase was discussed. While the treasury is in the black, 
the balance has declined with increased expenses of the 
newsletter. Fund raisers such as a winter hasfest and 
equipaent auction after a aeeting were ideas discussed. ... 
KOGVE reported he was qoing to COA land Feb 13 - Mar l. 4. 
WOMJN proposed a packet radio deao at an upcoaing aeeting. 


Respectfully subaitted, 
Gary J. Tooasen, KOGT, Sec. EIDXA 


LATEST CALL 
As of 1 March, NQOV, KEOEA, NOGVY, & KAOWEC 


FROM THE PRESIDENT de KOVZR 

After a tong Winter, 1 hope plans for good weather antenna 
projects are well in hand. Antennas will work if put up in 
goad weather too, A new Nosley tribander will go up soon at 
ay OTH. 


It seems there are a lot of people aissing from the repeater 
yet or again. Remesber, there are a lot of friends that 
deserve a Spring greeting. 


The club aeeting, April !8, should be a good one. We'll be 
talking about contests, trophies, and dues, A qood part of 
the prograa will be about packet radio. We’re starting to 
get some good club participation in packet so it should be an 
appropriate program. Tom, NCOO, gave a few of us a good view 
last Suaser and I hope that he and a couple of others will 
give us the whole show. The other part of the program is 
still being firaed, but the choices are qood so be sure to 
attend, 


Be thinking about a field day effort. We have had some saail 
groups involved before. Shall we expand on it? Also, the 
fall contests (CQ WW) are worth thought. Should we try soe 
multi efforts this year or some inter or intra club 
competition? Bring your thoughts. 


T hope to see everyone on April 18 and June 14. 


ARR RES de 

I need scores for the ARRL DY Contests to determine winners 
of the club trophies for Phone and CW. I will accept scores 
on the Sunday net at 9:30, by wail, via another seaber or at 
the aeeting. Awards will be given at the ceeting., So far we 
have only 3 entries, one each for CH, Phone and Multi Op. 
These will be the winners unless you get your scores in. 
(The phone score is the KOGT GRP effort and anyone should be 
able to beat that!) “ 


I X BULLETIN SOLD 

The DX Bulletin has been sold to Chad Harris, VP2HL / WB2CHO. 
He began editing the bulletin with the March 7 tesue. The 
new address 1s 814 Fourth Street, Suite 1001, Santa Rosa, CA 
95404, We wish Chod luck in his new venture, 


XTRA CLASS IF ICAT. 
Over 400 ARRL Extra Class certificates have been issued. If 
yau have an Extra Class license, and would Like a certificate 
that attests to your achieveaent, send $3.00 and a photo copy 
of your license to ARRL HO Awards Branch. Frow ARBL Letter 


£IDXA ROSTER 

On page 2 you will find the latest EIDXA roster, While every 
measure has been taken to insure accuracy, 1’a aot intalable. 
If you find an error in your listing, please let ae know ASAP 
and I will correct it in the aaster file. 


THANKS FOR THE CONTRIBUTIONS 

Thanks to contributors WOHP, KFOZ, KOV2R and KOGT, Special 
thanks to WOWP for providing camera ready copy and to KFOZ 
tor sending his article via packet with an HF RTITY relay, 


af 


—, 


FDA SUMER DINNER WEETING 


DATE: SATURDAY JUNE 14TH,1986 
PLACE: LONGBRANCH RESTAURANT 
MARION, IOWA 


6 PM —--Cocktails, Cash Bar 
7 PM -——Dinner 
8 PM --~Program 


Price --$12.50 per person/$25.00 per couple 
(price includes tax and gratuity) 


Dinner Menu 


Entre’e choice --12-14 oz. Filet Mignon or Fried Shrima 


Potatoe 
Salad Bar 
Drink —- Coffee, Tea, Milk 
Program 
To be Announced 
Prizes ! 


You must be there 


Reservation form and payment must be provided to Gary 
Toomsen (KOGT) mot later than May 23, 1986. So you don’t 
forget, bring you reservation to the April 18, 1986 club 
meeting. 


=e seSSS: 


1986 EIDXA Dinner meeting Reservation 


Entre’e choice (check one): 
Filet Mignon, Fried Shrimo 


Amount enclosed: $ ($12.50 single, $25.00 couple 


Xx and Pack KE 

There has been a good deal of sense and nonsense on the 
subject of Packet Radio on the EIDXA repeater, as on a lot of 
repeaters lately. { have gotten involved recently and know 
fairly little about the topic, but I have had enough 
experience to begin to be able to see sone of the potential 
for the group who reads this newsletter. Those cf us who 
were using the WONJN or WANIM RBBS on 147.45 MHz were, 
although we did nat know it, yearning toward the sort of 
syste that routinely exists on packet (they call thes PBBS’s 
for “Packet Bulletin Board System"). While the frequency 
could only be used by one person while the RBBS was in use, 
and that could take a while, virtually all other potential 
activity was brought to a halt by this use. 


What did we use the RBBS for? Exchanges of inforaation, 
downloaded bulletins and OX reports, propagation reports, 
what aaaunted to exchanges of short Jetter-like aessages on a 
variety of topics, offering of things to sell, requests for 
information, extracts froma publications, etc. Those of us 
who used it regularly liked it, but our activity lanquisted 
because of general inactivity. Those of us who thought we 
saw the Board’s potential never saw it realized. 


Now, however, { see what I really yearned for was a Packet 
Bulletin Board Systes. Gnly one station can use it, also 
(although I would bet that a system could be devised 
peraitting aultiple users sinultaneously), but it goes euch, 
guch taster. Moreover, a fair nuaber of stations can use the 
sane frequency, in the sane vicinity, at the same tine. Or 
stations can digipeat packets through stations in the area 
while 1) they are having 850’s while being digipeated 
through, 2) someone is using the PBBS, and 3) other Q@90’s 
both direct and digipeated are occurring within range of 
their receivers, all of this at the same tiae. Granted, 
activity at this Level slows things down, but it can.and does 
happen. Moreover, you will be notified (##4CONNECT REQUEST 
FRON WO1Z###, or whomever) while you are "connected" (in OSO 
with) anather station (or a PHBS). The PBBS’s I’ve seen 
will, in fact, aatify you at sore point that “WOXYZ would 
like to use the PBBS when you are done, Jan" while you are 


WovEx 

David M. Jaksa 
2721 28th Ave. 
Marion, ITA 52302 


Jim Spencer 
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an 


using it. This persits a great deal sore flexibility! aad 
cooperation than is possible on RITY} or even FM, for that 
aatter! 


Another consideration is that neabers on the fringe, such as 
XOJGH in Ottumwa, stations along the river, south of lana 
City, Fort Dodge, or Mason City could access a specialized 
bulletin board or individual stations in the Cedar 
Rapids/Marion area by digipeating through interaediate 
stations rather than having to use considerable power or 
incredible antenna installations to overcome distance 
iaitations at VHF. Although 145.01 MHz is the ‘mainstreaa* 
packet frequency, .03 through .09 are presently acceptable as 
packet frequencies and a specialized PBBS (say, 
hypothetically, a "DX" PBBS) could be put on such a frequency 
to get away from the digipeating hordes who are appearing on 
145.01 in increasing numbers. For that aatter, a "DX" PBBS 
lor one specialized for any interest group, for that satter) 
could coexist with others (and QS0 activity) on 145.01 for 
those interested, in an area with such relatively low 
activity as Cedar Rapids/Lina Country (coapared with Chicago, 
say) and still ake individual users accessible to general 
packet activity. 


At present, known EIDXA aeabers with packet capability are 
WOEJ, WANIN, WOMJN, and KFOZ. If any of the above has given 
you ideas or raised questions, ask one of thes. This is 
strictly hypothetical, of course, but if enough of us get 
involved with it, anyway, using it to promote and facilitate 
contest and DXing interests will devetop anyway... sa it is 
Probably tiee to start thinking about it. The TNC’s 
(Terminal Node Controllers) presently available cost in the 
vicinity af $200. Gne, aade to plug into a Commodore 64 
(obtainable for under $100, when you can tind thea) has Cl, 
RITY, AMTOR, and packet capability for very little eore, It 
@ay b8, a5 sose of you have stated on 2 aeters, that you 
would aot like it, would not find enough use for it, or that 
you don’t want to tie up your computer and/or 2 aeter rig 
with another gizaa. On the other hand, besides working DX 
and talking to the locals, what other piece of gear do you 
have that offers the sort of versatility that I have 
described above? Think about it... 
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